
MATH 456-01 Abstract Algebra

LATEX Commands Defined in colin.sty

NOTE: LATEX is case sensitive.

Use the .tex file to see how the output was created.

N Z Q R C
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b
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1

x2dx

[
4 5 6
1 2 3

]

• There are also many other commands defined in colin.sty, but most of them will be
irrelevant for us.

• f(x) =

{
x2 if x < 0
−x2 if x ≥ 0

. You will see a “\left\{” and a “\right.” in the .tex file. The

\left\{ causes the left curly brace to match the height of what follows. The left must
be matched by a right, and the period tells LATEX that I want to leave the right side
open. The \mbox{if } puts the word “if” in text mode even though I am really still
in math mode.

• Variables and symbols should all be in math mode, but regular text should not.
LATEX will choose font types and spacing based on which mode you are in, so you
want to make sure text is in text mode and math is in math mode.

• In the commands for tables and arrays, the c, l, and r refer to the alignment of the
entries in each column: center, left, or right. Columns are separated by ampersands
(&) and rows are ended with double backslashes (\\).


